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Point of departure
• On November 5, 1943 , the young researcher Eva Justin defends her Doctoral

Thesis and obtain the doctoral degree (Doctor of Philosophy) in the field of
Anthropology from the Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences of the
Fridrich Wilchelm University in Berlin. The title of the dissertation is "The Life
History of Alien-raised Gypsy Children and Their Descendants"

• Opponents of the dissertation are Prof. Dr. Eugen Fischer, Prof. Dr. Richard
Thurnwald and Dr. Robert Ritter.

• The dissertation is written under the supervision of Robert Ritter, who at that time

is Director of the Department of Racial Hygiene and Population Biology in Berlin.

• The Department of Racial Hygiene and Population Biology at that time had the
task to identify the criteria for the superior race and real “Aryans”. Because of that a
lot of “research” is done measuring the size of different parts of the body of
human beings. Dr. Robert Ritter wrote his Habilitation in 1937 and it was about the
registration of Roma and Sinti families and creating family trees.

• Eva Justin who was nurse by training was working as an assistant of R. Ritter at the
Department of Racial Hygiene and Population Biology. She did a research with
Roma children from mixed marriages and German children who were living at the
St. Joseph orphanage in Mulfingen, Germany.

• The psychological research was done with 41 children form mixed marriages.
Justin used psychological test for intelligence. The conclusion of the
research “proved” that the “Roma children due to low IQ do not have
abstract thinking”; “the boys are genetically predisposed to be criminals”;
“the girls are genetically predisposed to be prostitutes”. The
recommendation which come out from this “research” was sterilization of
Roma, in order “to avoid the reproduction of asocial and not willing to
integrate in the German society Gypsy population”

• All the 41 children who were involved in the study of E. Justin were
deported to the “Gypsy Camp” at Auschwitz. There part of the children
were used by Josef Mengele for his medical experiments and the other part
were killed in the gas chambers. Only 2 children survived.
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